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Introduction. 


I- or  '^cn'.t'lditi-:   nti>re  Uiuii  .i   ii.Miftirv  pc>>p!o  h.ut.'   I'v-. n 
ni.ir..'   »•>!    li'-.s    .■^v^.iri-    th  it    ihi?   Jiimui.'-.'    ImJ     i    n.ti    i;;:! 
sv  iiool  ol  e!itjr:i\  111';  ;    Init  it  \\a<»  not  iinfii 
the    niiuioi-nth    ceiiTiiis    was    woll    aJv.inciii    Mi. it     p.', 
inUTc'-t     v'>  i*s    ariMistnl     aikI     liun     hut     s!iiv\!\.      IK'w.v.  ■. 
iliiri:  1^  the   l.i--t  vlov.u'-      v   -<•'  llik'   .ir'i^ti>'   %:i;iic  I't    I  .p.itu"---.' 
lolour-priiit'-    h,i-    h.\ii    w  uk'!y    ioc>'u;iii/i-'k.l    in    llni^,  ;iiJ,    in 
I-    •in.nu-,  .iia!  ill  ihi-  I'miv-J  St.iK  s  ;  .mil  dv-  i>kl  iik-.i  I't  i!i>  .  ; 
:is  riic;i.'  liitUs  ol   Art,  iin  ii^ti>-,  IhU    in    ii.i  w  i\   'mipori.in!,  . 
iii'u    t<ivi''.    pl:w    ii'    \mi\i'' -~.il    i  wiA^jtiniiii':!    ot  tlio   tact      ft", 
ill  iIk'  an  oi  piini'itt;  in  cv">loi.:r  iVimm   wood  '^Uvkv,   jap.iM  !     . 
h.'i'H  :ihNi''liiti-!v   tineilua'leJ. 

T!k"  ve'hnivjue  ot  the  col  iur-pri!U>  ot  japuii  is  \:n-{ 
ui   '-iiiipli     ic-cripiioii.      Tlic  MiiVi/ini;'  thiii;^  about,  i!   i>.   i 

ttio  pcr!cCK_    !ia:  tnoniout  icmiIk   .i'o',..iiK  J  i^^  tlio  hi"-i  p^ 
Uivc   i!ie  pr.'duc'     ■:    ih"   unitca    I.ibo  it-   oi    th; 
iiuIisiJii.i'i'>       in    liu-    l';-~t    pLicv ,    an   aiii^t    in,' 

llr.lW  in-^      ihc      lilK'v     with     ;i     hri^ll     on     tll'n      -,■,:-:  =  .;r;,!  .1  ■.     .i 

p.ipvT.  Th'-'  \va'~  li'ouicd  ■■\cr  t>i  t!u'  <^\-^-.\vcv.  \vliv\  pji^tniij 
it  lace  Jow  nw  arik  to  socnr,'  ili.-  ncci  s.ir\  !.\cfsal  ot:  a 
bUi>  k  ol  M<i!  chcriv  UfOil  ( suLnr:!  },  ,11  occod..*.!  t<i  oiii'iMc  ilu- 
picture  wiih  a  knif'c  .oid  to  c;it  ■l^^ay  iiu"  ■-■.per'li'.o'.;--  wood. 
ii^in.<i  .a  .scric->  ot"  ciii^cl-  ,tnJ  i,'-ouc^'!^  much  the  ^.uno  as  tho>i' 
iKcd  by  tiic  ludinary  carjn'nier.  'i'hc  rcM'.lt  w.ts  tiic  k^y 
block  of  the  toriliconiini,'-  -^eiics  ;  tor.  from  provit's  ol  tliis,  .1 


liirthor  ^crie^  ot  block>  was  cut,  the  lina!  u'Milt  hL'iiij;  ."ic  I.  • 
each  scpara'  .olmir  to  b.'  empli'M-d.  At  tlii»  >U^^^  ihi- 
third  person  oi  the  lru>  t.ikcs  up  tl\..-  WDrk,  fiainely,  the 
print .-r.  lie  mixed  his  ^ol.iurs  ou  the  block  tor  e.u  h  priiitinj^, 
thi'  medium  t)L'inj^  slco  paste,  and  the  pif^ment-.  n.iiur.i!  .uul 
c.iiilv  cbt.iinid  ti'i  the  iii>>st  p.irt.  V\\''  bl.v  k^  .tri'  iu)l 
priiited  in  a  [m-ss,  but  ihc  p.ipei  th.u  •  oiulcdtiUy  tiiie  .uu) 
t  Mi^'h  mulberry  b.jrk  paper  .it  Japan  -  is  d  imped,  laid  on  ('  e 
upper  surface  ot  the  blot  k  and  the  impres«»ioti  rubbed  oH 
Willi  H  rub  vr  f  barfu J  o\  l  tid  tibri-  i  l.v  d  in  a  ^hi  .il  oi 
bumboo  UmI'.  Ka^h  blotk  is  thM'=  u^ei.  i  Mu.essn'n  until 
the  wiiolf  desii^'u  is  omplet  ■,  :i..-''acy  ot  re^istir  bcuijf 
seci'.red    by     rini^h     indie. it'ons  thr     bloi^ks,    ami    by    a 

perfection   ot    haiulicriii    ••  uiship   ,.^' nost  liici»mpn.hensibie  to 
I  hi'  Muropwui. 

'ihc  artist  was  jjenerally  an  indepciidenl  worker,  and. 
of  course,  was  the  most  reputable  ot  the  three  ;  and  .  is  by 
his  name  that  the  prints  are  alv/avs  known,  'llie  enf^ravvr, 
vs  hose  powers  oi  fa^.■-^)inliie  rcprodut tiini  ;ire  >imply  niar\  eiious. 
aiul  ihc  printer,  were  merel>  woikniun  in  the  einploynuMii  ot 
the  publisher. 

The  prints  pfiHluccd  by  these  simple  mean-  arc  ot  c\- 
trcme  techniial  excellence.  The  colours  .ire  imari.ibly 
harmonious  ;  the  composition  absolutely  rif,'ht  :  i!ie  bviUl, 
direct  strokes  of  the  brush  '  dered  with  K,.rprisini^  faithtul- 
ness.  .\  convention  has,  of  ciiurse,  as  in  ail  picton.il  art,  to 
be  .iccepted.  :iiid  it  is  often  far  lemovfil  from  that  of  other 
school:-.  Hut  once  this  is  ^'raspe-'.  the  truth  of  the  present- 
ment is  seen  to  b,.'  oi  ;i  hi^h  order,  and  abine  all  one  is 
struck  with  its  perfect    .idaptatiou   to   the  possiliililies  o{  the 
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technique.  In  tlii^  quality  tlic  Japanese  arliht  ol  ovci}  kind 
is  .supreme,  lie  kiii>\vs  ihc  pos.sibilitics  ot  liis  toots  to 
perfection,  and  in  liis  gre.il  and  reticent  stt'cni;th,  ru  \  ct 
tries  to  '^o  beyond  tlicni. 

It  is  impossilile  in  llic  short  liiuiis  o\  un  intiotiuclion  to 
g'Ve  more  tlian  an  outline  of  the  nielhods  eniploved  by  tliesc 
wonderful  people.  It  would  lake  many  pa^es  to  even  refer 
to  the  diflerent  periods  in  the  ait,  and  to  the  i^reat  workers 
in  each  ;  and  those  wlio  may  be.  onie  interested  sufliciently 
tv  pursue  the  subject,  are  reeoninieiidcil  to  read  "Tile 
Colour  Prints  of  Japan. "by  E.  V.  Strani,'e,  pi'.bli-^hcd  in  "The 
Laugliani  Series  ot  Art  Mk>no.L,'raphs,"  Sci^le,  publisher, 
which  work  has  been  used  in  the  preparation  o(  llii> 
introduction. 

The  .Vssociation  are  indebted  tv)  Mr.  E.  Colonn.-i,  ot 
New  ^'ork,  lor  the  1  .e  ex.inipies  c:  ihc  ^'le.it  .artist-^  in  the 
best  periods  of  Japasiese  C  olour-rrintini^,  wbiieh  torn!  the 
present  Kxhibiiion.  Mr.  Colonna  has  the  kui^i  si  private 
collection  of  Japanese  C'okuu-l'nnts  ami  Illustr.ited  lUn^ks  on 
the  ct>ntineiu,  and  the  one  hundred  Prints  exiiibited  are  a 
selection  of  the  bes.  examples,  .lud  illustrate  the  chief 
charattcristicN  of  (h. ji  respective  makets. 
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.f.f.  Tu-ii  Geuihu),   (iiiiiir  /,!  (tn   Knr.uiiiin 'nruf. 
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-J.  Thrtf  LiuIk^  /•iinitiinii. 

-;.  /'/(«•   li>///'iv   /.i^soii. 

~.f.  Ixo   1   ,i./.j;  l.adtt.lLtt:->:    W'iilfr. 

•y.  >'ul«'if  /  i'll'.i'  Mt'Uiliitim;. 

-'^  /■.•('.<    >.i'»'ii/  /Alii if s  Fi:ihiii:'  in  >J  Jioil/ 


ToyoHiro.  "Ti-;-'^*"' 

,-;-.      7V<f  /.(///>  Divers. 

ToyoKuni.  T"^  'S-'S 

-.'«.  Two  I txdiis  iinil  liny, 

-I/.  l',r!tiul  "/    '  <.Vi\//<i. 

Ao.  J'lire,-  /.uiiies  ■mil  ii  //">•  •    '  Ihf  Sk   te  «/ lln-  SumiJa. 

Si.  Tiii-ce  l.iuiii^  :iid  a  S'>in!l  H'V   '-.a   'J'rrr.i.  r. 

>_■.  1  hrte  .t.  for.  i'l  n  /V.ir. 

.V;.  7'hri-e  I  aiiifi  ,1'nl  ,<  /\>.':>'Xf'  'if.i/ a   'Ifif-ie. 


HoKusai. 


1700  iSjfj. 


S  f.  Karaya  ■.■'!  I>f  'i.'kiUil*       '   ;''    I'trii^  ■'' h'u;:). 

A,-,  yy..'   Wir.r. 

Si,.  S!orm   A'<.'-T<'  Ftiji.  "  " 

A-.  X:,hlf>!iiin     I'isi/irii;    TfHtpU-  uf  Oi;uro\\t>na. 

yS.  Sunirnr''    l:Vi\'ii>i.;   on    !lie   hi't' 

St,.  Ciirp  m   thi-  t'tirfti't. 

1,1.1.  SininrtiiO'    On   Xi/:',>i'iu.-,"i.'i  JJriij\'i: 

,,i,  H'<i'ri  -r  and  PocL 

,^j  •  /•■.,/,•■  />/    Cddni   Cinu.l. 

10 


^ 


KuniyotKi. 


f78g.i96i 


Hiroshi^e. 

g^.  Cherry. Tncs  in  Shorn. 

V<.  A   Rainy  Dny. 

i/t.  A    Mnun tain    (rori^e, 

r,j.  \'u\v  oi»   l.nkt   Vnii. 

<iS.  FiffVoris  .in  iht  Sumi4i%, 

<>'>■  Pitnitking  at  Sunsti. 

too.  Sno'd'-scene, 


i7<)6-i8_^M 


n 


